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REGIONAL	  COALITION	  OF	  LANL	  COMMUNITIES	  

City	  of	  Española-‐	  Los	  Alamos	  County	  -‐	  Rio	  Arriba	  County-‐	  	  Santa	  Fe	  County	  	  
City	  of	  Santa	  Fe-‐	  Taos	  County	  -‐	  Town	  of	  Taos-‐	  Pueblo	  of	  Ohkay	  Owingeh	  

	  
MEETING AGENDA 

Santa Fe Community Foundation 
501 Halona St., Santa Fe, NM 

February 15, 2013, 9:00 - 11:00 AM 
	  
	  
Welcome & Introductions 
Chairman Mayor Coss called the meeting to order at 9:00 am, and welcomed everyone.  
Chairman Coss introduced the host of the breakfast, Liddie Martinez and the LANL 
Major Subcontractor Consortium. Liddie Martinez noted that the LANL Major 
Subcontractors Consortium is made up of 30 of the largest subcontractors at LANL.  In 
attendance:  Mayor David Coss, Mayor Alice Lucero, Commissioner Danny Mayfield, 
County Councilor Fran Berting, Councilor Andrew Gonzales, County Councilor Steve 
Girrens, County Councilor Rick Reiss, and Commissioner Alfredo Montoya and staff 
members DeAnza Sapien, Yasine Armstrong and Caitlin Terry. 
 
Confirmation of Quorum 
Chairman Coss confirmed a quorum. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Commissioner Mayfield moved to approve the agenda and Mayor Lucero seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes: January 2013 
Mayor Alice Lucero moved to approve the January 2013 minutes and County Councilor 
Fran Berting seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Report of the Chairman 
Chairman Coss commented that he was absent from the January Regional Coalition 
business meeting due to business travel to Washington, D.C. to attend the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors meeting. He noted that he also had the opportunity to meet with 
Outgoing Director of NNSA, Tom D'Agostino and Neile Miller, the acting administrator 
of NNSA. The Chairman stated that the only other person from New Mexico on the trip 
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was City of SF Attorney Geno Zamora. He also noted that he also met with leadership 
from the DOE Environmental Management division and discussed clean up issues at 
LANL and in Northern New Mexico.  He said stated that they were all interested in what 
the RCLC is doing and advised that we continue to communicate with them as the budget 
shapes up. He also asked them to continue funding the Regional Coalition and they said 
that they were in favor of that. Mayor Coss said that he asked about the recent DFNSB 
letter regarding the concerns they had about safety issues at t LANL. Mayor Coss 
suggested that there be a formal presentation about the scope of the concerns and how the 
Laboratory is going to address those concerns and the Safety Board’s letter at a future 
Coalition meeting. Chairman Coss stated that he appreciated the opportunity to go to 
Washington, D.C. and meet with NNSA and DOE. Commissioner Daniel Mayfield 
thanked Chairman Mayor Coss for going and representing the Coalition. Chairman stated 
he was honored to do so. Executive Director DeAnza Sapien said that the Regional 
Coalition website contained photos of Mayor Coss meeting with the DOE and NNSA 
leadership.  
 
Report of Board Members 
Commissioner Mayfield stated that he is still the appointed board member from Santa Fe 
and that Commissioner Miguel Chavez and Commissioner Robert Anaya will be the 
alternates for Santa Fe County.  
 
County Councilor Fran Berting stated that at the January Board meeting during the public 
comment section the board was presented with a letter from Nuclear Defense Safety 
Board. She said the letter raises concerns for the plutonium facility at LANL, and states 
that the facility’s close proximity to the community causes an increase serious health and 
safety risks. She stated given the tone and implications of the letter it is understandable to 
raise concern but that Los Alamos County has already responding to the DNFSB and 
DOE with a plan of action. She proposed that the Coalition receive a briefing from LANL 
staff with an action plan and thoughts pertaining to the letter at a future board meeting. 
Executive Director Sapien noted the letter was distributed at the January board meeting. 
Chairman Coss asked if Councilor Berting and her staff would be willing to put together 
a briefing for a future meeting. Councilor Berting agreed, but that LANL’s response and 
presentation was more imperative.  
 
NM Congressional Delegation Staff Updates 
Executive Director Sapien thanked the staff members from Senator Udall and Senator 
Heinrich’s staff for the recent letter that was sent to President Obama from Senators Tom 
Udall and Martin Heinrich requesting $255 million for the clean up at Los Alamos 
National Labs and $222 million to operate and maintain WIPP in Carlsbad. She further 
noted that the Coalition is sincerely appreciative of the letter and the open dialogue that 
the Coalition has with the members of the New Mexico Congressional Delegation.    
 
Representative Mike Sullivan from Senator Heinrich’s office stated that they are 
currently working on the FY 14 budget so the time to impact the President’s budget 
proposal was within the next month. He also mentioned the June 30, 2014 deadline for 
WIPP for getting the above ground waste out of Area G. He noted they have also sent a 
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letter to President Obama on this issue. He gave Senator Heinrich’s regards and noted 
that the Senator would have liked to attend the Regional Coalition meeting but could not 
because he was addressing the Legislature. He noted that Senator Heinrich was able to 
tour LANL within a month of being in sworn in and thanked Patrick Wohrle for setting 
up the meeting and also Director McMillan and Acting Manager Juan Griego for joining 
on the tour.  
 
Senator Udall’s representative, Michelle Jaquez Ortiz shared good news with the new 
committee assignments that Senator Udall was given a set on the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The Senator is on the following committees: Energy and Water Development 
Subcommittee, Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee and 
Agriculture, Financial Services and Interior Environment.  She also shared with the 
Board the press release and reported that the Senator’s first Appropriations hearing in 
D.C. was on the impacts of Sequestration.  Sen. Udall expressed concern regarding NM’s 
labs, military instillations, rural services for healthcare and education and the general 
impact on New Mexico because of the states reliance on federal government dollars. She 
said that the Senator’s transcript was available to hear online and it is called the 
Sequestration Impact Hearing. She said that at the January Coalition meeting the Board 
had asked to meet with the Senator and she said that the best time is after the release of 
the federal budget around March.  
 
Executive Director Sapien thanked the representatives from both Senators offices and 
mentioned that a Coalition request has also been made to meet with Senator Heinrich, 
and that Mike Sullivan was working on that.  
 
Report of the Executive Director 
 
• LA County Council Outreach: 
Sapien noted that she and Deputy Director Yasine Armstrong, have been meeting with 
the member  to the Los Alamos County Council. She introduced the new acting members 
County Councilor who were in attendance at the meeting County Councilor Steven 
Girrens and County Councilor Rick Reiss.  
 
• New Board Member Appointments:  
Sapien reiterated that County Commissioner Daniel Mayfield of Santa Fe would serve as 
the Board member from Santa Fe County. Sapien also stated that the last representative 
needed was an alternate from the Pueblo of Ohkay Owingeh, which is pending.  
 
• DOE Funding; Accounting Process and State Audit 
Sapien noted that the board packet contained a summary of receipts and disbursements by 
the RCLC’s fiscal agent:  the County of Los Alamos as requested by the board. Sapien 
stated that the Coalition had to set up a more formalized financial structure due to DOE 
funding. She said that the Coalition is required to adhere to curtain agreed upon 
procedures from the State Auditors office, and the procedures were provided in the board 
packets. Sapien stated that those procedures are in place through the RCLC’s fiscal agent.  



	   4	  

Sapien noted that DOE funding may not be used for lobbying and the local government 
funds and the DOE funds must be accounted for separately.  
 
• Legal sub-contract update: 
Sapien stated that one law firm had submitted a proposal to represent the Coalition. The 
Board received the proposal in their board packets. The law firm is Robles, Rael and 
Anaya. The Board will be excepting proposals through next month.  
 
• Pueblo Outreach Update: 
Sapien said that letters of congratulations were sent to all the incoming Pueblo Governors 
in the region. She said that copies of these letter can be found on the Regional Coalition 
website. Sapien noted that the Coalition has reached out to the Pueblo Governors and 
invited them to the meetings and also extended opportunities to meet with the Board. 
 
• Upcoming Meetings: 
Sapien referred to the board packet to a memo provided about upcoming meetings and 
recommendation. She said that the staff’s recommendation is to have the County of Santa 
Fe host the next meeting on March 15, 2013 at the County Commission Chambers. 
Commissioner Mayfield asked if Chairman Mayor Coss if the City of Santa Fe would 
help with the parking permits for that day. Chairman confirmed that parking would be 
taken care of.  
 
Sapien moved on to the April meeting and mentioned that the Coalition is a member of 
the Energy Community Alliance and that ECA is hosting their Spring meeting April 11-
12th in Washington D.C. and she said that members of the Coalition were highly 
encouraged to attend.  Sapien noted that the Coalition was working to coordinate meeting 
with key leadership at DOE, NNSA and the NM Congressional delegation that same 
week and that Board members should plan on leaving on April 8th, with those meetings 
set for April 9th &10th and the ECA meeting 11th &12th and should plan on traveling 
back on the 13th. County Councilor Fran Berting suggested that it would be beneficial to 
have a follow up Coalition meeting after the Washington, D.C. trip to debrief on Friday, 
April 19th.  
 
Approval of Letter to Delegation on Impacts of Sequestration 
Executive Director Sapien said that in the Board ‘s meeting packet the Board received a 
draft letter concerning the sequestration impacts on the Northern New Mexico region. 
Sapien also added that she had included Senator Udall’s testimony to the Appropriations 
Committee and a memo that was released by Charles McMillan, Director of LANL, on 
February 13, 2013 relating to what LANL is preparing to do in anticipation of 
sequestration. Sapien stated that the Board was asked to send a letter to the delegation 
urging them to pass a budget in light of sequestration and the impacts that it would have 
on the northern New Mexico economy. 
 
Vice Chair Lucero moved that the letter be sent to the New Mexico’s Congressional 
Delegation. Chairman Coss seconded. Motion passed unanimously.    
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Sapien stated that she would circulate the letter to the LANL Subcontractors Consortium, 
the SF Chamber of Commerce and The NM Building and Trades Council and suggest 
they provide a similar letter to be included in a packet to the NM Congressional 
Delegation.   
 
Sapien then noted that she wanted to revisit the discussion on the trip to Washington, 
D.C. Trip and asked the Board for clarification on the travel policy. Sapien asked for an 
official vote of the Board approving staff and Board travel so that flight arrangements 
may be made. Sapien confirmed that ECA would be covering travel and room for two 
members of the Board for the dates associated with the ECA meeting the travel budget 
would cover the cost of all other members and staff. Commissioner Gonzales moved for 
approval of Board and staff travel and Chairman Coss seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Member Contribution Amount Framework 
Chairman Coss suggested that the Board consider that the members and local 
governments financial contributions for FY 14 match last year’s contribution. He said 
that next year the Coalition will look into a formulized plan for membership cost to 
ensure that there was a continued balance between funding for the Coalition coming from 
DOE and local governments. He said that the Coalition’s Executive Committee’s 
recommendation was that all members of the Regional Coalition contribute annually in 
order to preserve membership, however, there currently was no set limit to the 
contribution amount.  
 
Chairman Mayor Coss suggested that we have a motion that each member government 
contributes the same amount to the Regional Coalition that they did last year. County 
Commissioner Daniel Mayfield moved the motion. Mayor Alice Lucero seconded the 
motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
County Councilor Steven Girrens ask the board what the amount that DOE gives 
annually. Director Sapien responded that the funding was for one year for  $100,000.  
Councilor Girrens then asked the board what the fiscal year was for the Coalition. 
Chairman Mayor Coss then responded that the fiscal year is July 1- June 30th.  
  
Presentation on Economic Impacts of LANL on Major Subcontractors 
Liddie Martinez stated that she was asked to put this presentation together to give the 
Coalition a better understanding of the work of LANL Major Subcontractor Consortium. 
Martinez noted that with cuts at LANL it has impacted the Subcontractors dramatically. 
Their organization is made up of 30 of the largest business in northern New Mexico. 
When the 800 employees left the labs due to the Voluntary Separation Act, the 
Subcontractors had a total of 1,000 additional jobs lost. Martinez stated that what 
happens to the labs also affects the Subcontractors due to their partnership. Martinez 
stated that the Subcontractors put a grant pool together on an annual basis and have given 
out over $200,000. They focus on non-profit organizations that help industry in rural 
northern New Mexico communities. They also contribute to helping with the economic 
development of the community by funding the Santa Fe Farmers Market and many other 
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local organizations. Martinez stated that because of the cuts in 2012 the funding of these 
local organizations would also decrease. Martinez stated that if sequestration happens, 
LANL will have to hold back on procurement because that is where LANL manages most 
of their cash flow, meaning that there will be less task orders for the Subcontractors and 
they will not have the funds to hire or support current staff levels. Martinez reiterated that 
the downward spiral would continue.   Martinez opened the forum for questions.  
 
Question: What is the impact of the current status of the CMRR development of the 
subcontractors?  
 
Martinez responded that they had anticipated a significant amount of work with the 
CMRR project but because it was put on the backburner, a lot of the investment is now 
just sitting flat and there is no work being done. She said that this has resulted in a loss of 
expertise because people have left the state and trying to restart that would take a large 
investment to try and get all of these experts back. Martinez then extended her gratitude 
to LANL, the Coalition and invited all to come to the next Subcontractors meeting, and 
her contact information: Liddie@lanl.gov or (505) 699-1323 
 
Endorsement of State Legislation 
Executive Director Sapien said that the Board packet contained two House Memorials for 
the Board to review and consider supporting. The first was HJM 5, which is a joint 
memorial requesting federal funding for cleanup of Area G in Los Alamos. She said the 
Memorial is currently in awaiting a hearing in the House and the staff will keep the board 
up to date with its progress. The second was a House Memorial recognizing the critical 
importance of New Mexico’s National Laboratories and DOE facilities to New Mexico’s 
economic welfare. The memorial is proposed by Rep. Stephanie Garcia Richard and is 
currently waiting to be introduced in the House.  
 
Sapien asked for a formal endorsement of each of these Memorials.  Commissioner 
Montoya moved endorsement of the Memorials.. Commissioner Mayfield seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Commissioner Mayfield asked if there was any other state legislation that might be 
relevant to the Coalition. There was a response that there is currently another Memorial 
regarding watershed management as it pertains to the Rio Grande River.  
Executive Director Sapien said that she would update the Board on any legislation or 
tracking of bills related to issues relevant to the Regional Coalition during the current 
legislative session.  Sapien added that RCLC staff did do outreach to the state legislators 
before the Board meeting to invite them to attend and referred to the one pager overview 
of the Coalition in the board packet that was distributed to all 112 state legislators.  
 
County Councilor Girrens addressed the board and asked if the Coalition had a briefing 
on the Area G clean up, and the steps that Los Alamos will be taking on that Memorial. 
Girrens then suggested that it would be beneficial to the board to hear more about Area G 
Clean Up from LANL at a future Board Meeting.   
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Public Comment 
Chairman Coss opened public comment by asking if LANL DOE could get on a future 
RCLC agenda a presentation regarding the Obama Administration and Hagel’s plans for 
nuclear disarmament and future DOE policy. 
 
Executive Director Sapien said that information regarding the Los Alamos Connect-
Venture Program was provided in the Board packet and Kathy Keith of the Regional 
Development Corporation further discussed the program.  Keith said that the fund is for 
stimulating and growing companies based on technology that comes out of LANL. She 
said that over the last two years, strong interest had been growing in the fund and last 
year they had 30 proposals and funded 7 businesses. She added that a total of 30 
businesses have been funded in two years through this fund and 26 of those companies 
are still in existence.  
 
Carlos Valdez, Chairman of the NNMCAB said that the next CAB meeting is March 20 
and extended an invitation for Regional Coalition Board Members to attend. Valdez 
asked about the budget figure that the Coalition stated last meeting for $255 million for 
cleanup funding. He said that his record showed $239 million.  Valdez asked what it was 
going to be like if sequestration happens, if people were going to lose their jobs and if the 
Coalition had knowledge of any plan of actions to reduce damages caused by 
sequestration. Coss responded that they have heard some plans from Lab Director Charlie 
McMillan.  
 
Sapien commented the $255 million came in conjunction with the number that would be 
need for clean up according to the work designated in the consent orders from the State of 
New Mexico Environment Department. The number was developed by LANL and the 
State Environment Department who determined that was the figure needed to meet the 
goals laid out in the consent orders. Sapien responded to the question about sequestration 
and said that the Udall testimony and other handouts were given to the Board in their 
Board books and all that information could be found on the regional coalition website.  
Patrick Woehrle, Director of Government Affairs at LANL, also clarified that the budget 
number that Valdez was referring to was in fact closer to $255 million. He stated that the 
Senate provided the $239 million numbers but that the information was outdated and the 
current information states $255 million.  
 
A letter from Concerns Citizens for Nuclear Safety was presented on behalf of Joni 
Arends.  The letter dated February 15th, 2013 requested a letter from the RCLC in 
support for cleanup of the LANL Legacy wastes buried in the vicinity of the Buckman 
Direct Diversion Project on the Rio Grande.  
 
Jay Coghlan, Nuclear Watch New Mexico, stated that he met with Don Cook and that 
CMRR is not coming back. He said we would have a stockpile of 1000-1100 nuclear 
weapons. He stated that clean up needs to be the concern that is what the Regional 
Coalition needs to put it’s effort in backing the funding for cleanup and the areas that 
need the clean up.  
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Cathy Sanchez asked the Coalition what are they against. She said that there was a lot of 
media around what they are for but not what they are against. Her question was regarding 
recycling of radio active material and labeling of GMO products. She also had questions 
regarding the LANL Major Subcontractors Consortium.  
Rev. Holly Beaumont, Interfaith Worker Justice, thanked the Coalition for reminding us 
that President Obamas has promised that the country will be leading the way to nuclear 
disarmament. She said that LANL has the science to accomplish that goal and can 
embrace the change so that they may be on the front lines of the movement. 
Liddie Martinez clarified for Cathy Sanchez that the money the Subcontractors 
Consortium provides are corporate dollars and are not from LANL.  She also said that the 
LANL Foundation is a 501(c) 3 separate from LANL. 
Counselor Girrens said he wanted to clarify that funds for the Regional Coalition are 
provided by local governments and the DOE.  
 
Scott Kovac, Nuclear Watch New Mexico, stated that they would gladly give a 
presentation on public view of Area G and anything else the Coalition would be 
interested in. 
 
Representative from No Nuclear Now thanked the Coalition for their involvement in 
clean up funding. He stated concern for the drought vs. the amount of water that Los 
Alamos is using. He gave an update of the individuals that where arrested in blocking the 
street entrance for the labs and were convicted. He said they believe they were convicted 
wrongly and are not paying the fine.   
 
Commissioner Mayfield suggested that the Regional Coalition meet with the National 
Leadership of the Building and Trades Council during their visit to Washington, DC.  
Ray Baca, ED of the NMBTC stated that he would help facilitate those meetings. 
  
Chairman Coss adjourned the meeting at 11am. 
	   	  


